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Résumé: 

Since their discovery during World War One, bacteriophages have enjoyed a highly variable 
career as miracle treatments, model systems, rapid diagnostics, fine-grained typing tools, and prized 
bioassets. While traditional accounts of bacteriophages tend to foreground boom and bust narratives of 
individual applications, underlying phage infrastructures have proven remarkably persistent. Drawing on 
10 years of archival research across four continents, this presentation tracks the rise and permutations 
of global phage infrastructures since 1920. It shows how contemporary phage collections and research 
have been shaped by geopolitical and microbiological power struggles. It argues that addressing 
entrenched asymmetries is crucial for reducing research bias and developing more equitable access to 
phage-derived technologies and infrastructures. 
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